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Why Invest in Oman Mining Sector? 

 Proximity to International Markets 

 Ready-to-invest mining Concessions

 Untapped high quality industrial minerals resources
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 Established metallic minerals resources

 Potential sought –out  commodities



Minerals Prospectivity of Oman

The geology of Oman can be broadly split into two mineraliferous provinces:

• The Semail Ophilite in the north of Oman; and

• Sedimentary sequence forming the central and southern portions of

Oman

The Semail Ophiolite is the main metal province and forms the Hajar

Mountains. It hosts Cyprus-type VMS copper deposits, podiform chromite

deposits, and ophiolite rock weathering products such as nickel laterites.

Industrial minerals occur with pure quality across the country within both the

ophiolite and sedimentary sequences that range in age from Precambrian to

modern. The main commodities derived from the sedimentary sequences in

Oman feed the construction sector and include mixed aggregates, marble

dimension stone, Gypsum and limestone for cement manufacture. Clays,

laterites, and manganese are also mined.
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Sultanate of Oman 

Mining Concessions

• Exploration to Mining 

• Large areas (100s of Kms2) 

• Rights to explore and mine several ores. 

• Granted for 20 - 30 years.

• Ratified by a Royal Degree

• Commercial scheme based on:
• Royalty of 5% + revenue determined based on economic feasibility 

• Rental fees (OMR 1/Km2 – exploration & OMR 2000/Km2 – mining)

• CSR of 1% of revenue

• Mining Data Repository fees

• Blocks are offered through open bid concessions

• Evaluation criteria include:

• Technical capabilities and financial ability of the investor

• Technical minimum work obligation (Drilling, Geo-phyiscal surveys, 

trenching, drilling, geo-chemical work, piloting, etc) 

• Mid-stream “beneficiation” and downstream industrial localization 



Oman Mining Bid Round 2023

Future bids will be via the E-mining platform

Future bids will be 
via the E-mining 

platform



Thank you
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Oman contains several structural regions that reflect
the role global tectonism has had upon the Sultanate.
Hydrocarbons have been discovered in each of the
structural provinces.
Salt basins are the largest, most laterally extensive
structural provinces in Oman. There are three
recognized basins.
• The Fahud Salt Basin
• The Ghaba Salt Basin
• The South Oman Salt Basin

These have been informally sub-divided over time.
Most of the Sultanate’s oil fields are found within the
salt basins.

General Oman Geology



Major Oil Companies Operating in Oman
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Historical record of oil and gas licensing round
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2023 Oman Bid Round
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• 2023 Plan:
• Phase-1: Three onshore blocks (15, 36, 54). Bid starting date was on

26 March 2023 and bid ending date is on 25 June 2023.

• Phase-2: Offshore blocks (including 8/40, 18/41 and 23) by end of
and Q2/early Q3 2023.

Block54

Block15

Block23

Block18

Block36

Block 8

Block 40

Block 41
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2023 Oman Bid Round – Phase 1 Block 15
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Data Available: 

• 750 km of 2D seismic data is available in this block.

• 610 km2 of 3D seismic.

• Gravity data.

• Information of 5 wells and 11 wellbores, well reports, digital 

log data.

• It has proven reserves/discovery from wells Ataya 1H1&H2 in

Natih-C unit, drilled by Hydrocarbon Finders Oman E & P in

2017. The well-produced approx. 44,000 bbls during extended

well test.
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2023 Oman Bid Round – Phase 1 Block 54
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Data Available: 

• 4500 km of 2D seismic data: surveys of multiple vintages.

• 500 km2 of 3D seismic.

• Gravity data.

• Information for 16 wells and 16 wellbores, well reports, digital log data.

• The Block is covering an area of 5632 km sq and located south

east Oman nearby a giant heavy oil Mukhaizna field operated

by Occidental Mukhaizna which produces nearly 120,000

barrels per day.

• The Block is recently relinquished from LASSO.
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2023 Oman Bid Round – Phase 1 Block 36
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Data Available: 

• 10000 km of 2D seismic data is available in this block.

• Gravity data.

• Information for 8 wells and 9 wellbores, well reports, digital log data.

• Block 36 occupies an area of 18,556 km2 and straddles the

Rub-Al Khali Flank

• Block 36 has gas accumulations (2.8MMSCFD) from well

Thara’a-1 in Rhuddanian SS unit, drilled by EOG (previous

Operator).
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• The blocks will be offered through Exploration and Production Sharing
Agreement (EPSA) as a contract model (cost recovery and profit-split system
concept).

• Most bid parameters are flexible and negotiable.
• No royalty or oil production tax is paid.
• The bidding cycle as follows:

Contract Model

Bid 
Submission

Bid Awarding 
EPSA 

Negotiation

Governmental 
Authorities 
Approval

EPSA 
Signing 

Ceremony
Royal Decree 
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Oman Bid Round LDR platform
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https://ldr.omanbidround.com

https://ldr.omanbidround.com/


Thank You
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Backup –Oman 
Concession Map
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