
  

POTENTIAL OF THE SECTOR  
Of the 752,000 square Kilometers total land area of Zambia, about 43 Million 
hectares (58%) is classified as medium to high potential for agricultural produc-
tion.. Only 14% of the agricultural Land is currently utilized. 
 
The irrigable potential is conservatively estimated at 430 000 ha, of which no 
more than 100 000 ha is developed, mostly on commercial farms for sugar, 
wheat and plantation crops. Zambia has 4 Lakes, 4 big Rivers, many perennial 
rivers, dambos , dams and underground water sources. 
 
Among the Southern African countries Zambia is the most endowed country 
with surface and underground water supplies, with about 45 percent of the total 
water supplies.  
 
Free Market Access to the COMESA and SADC countries with over 400 mil-
lion people. Zambia also has market access to the USA through the AGOA, 
Canada through the Canadian Market Access Initiative, Japan through the Japa-
nese Market access Initiative. And China through the Chinese Market Access 
Initiative. 
 
In an effort to promote investment in the sector the Zambian government has set 
aside land through the land banks program for investors who wish to invest in 
this sector such as the Nansanga Farm Block ~100,000 ha in Central province, 
Luena Farm block ~ 100,000 ha and Senanga citrus plantation 1,200 ha. 
 
LAND  AVAILABILITY  
 
Categories—two types  
 
State Land - Which comprises only 6% of land in Zambia. The land is zoned 
into residential, commercial or industrial use by the District Councils according 
to their jurisdictions. 
  
Customary land - Approximately 94% of all land in Zambia is held under this 
system of tenure. Such land falls under the jurisdiction of the traditional Chiefs. 
 
Systems of tenure  –two types  
 
1. The leasehold tenure runs for 99 years and is renewable for further 99 years. 
Further renewal possible if there is no breach of the conditions in the existing 
agreement. 
Customary tenure - Land in the customary area can be converted to leasehold – 
thus allowing it to be used as collateral. 
Under the 1995 Act, land now has a value and can be sold even without im-
provement on the land. 
 
Land acquisition  
 

A foreign investment company can acquire land as long as the investment is 

within the meaning of the Zambia Development Agency Act or any other law 

relating to the promotion of investments in Zambia 

 
Obtaining title on land  
 
1. State land - Before a land can be bought or sold ‘State Consent’ must be 
obtained. The consent is issued by the Commissioner of Lands on application.  
 
2. Customary land - In order to acquire land in customary area one will require; 
 
The written consent of the area Chief 
Approval of District Council in the area 
Additional approval from the Director of National Parks and Wildlife, if the 
land is situated in Game Management Area. 
 
These approvals once obtained should be submitted to the relevant District 
Council, which in turn will submit the documents to the Commissioner of 
Lands. The Commissioner will then make formal offer to the applicant. 
 
 
 

 

AGRICULTURE 

Some of the Multinational agriculture and agro processing com-
panies found in Zambia 

www.zda.org.zm 
 

Purchase of private land  
 
Land in private ownership can be bought and sold and title deeds issued by the 
Commissioner of Lands. 
 
In all instances ‘State Consent’ will have to be obtained by the vendor before 
title deeds can pass to the purchaser 
 
FARM BLOCKS 
 

No. Farm block Province District Size (Ha) 

1 Nasanga Central Serenje 155 000 

2 Kalumwange Western Kaoma 100 000 

3 Luena Luapula Kawambwa 100 000 

4 Manshya Northern Mpika 147 000 

5 Mikelenge/Luma North-Western Solwezi 100 000 

6 Musakashi (SADA) Copper-Belt Mufulira 100 000 

7 Mungu Lusaka Kafue 100 000 

8 Simango Southern Livingstone 100 000 

9 Mwase-Phangwe Eastern Lundazi 100 000 

Crop  Opening 

stocks 

(1
st
 May 

2012) 

Production 

(2011/12)  

Total 

Production 

(mt) 

Maize 770,931 2,852,687 3,623,619 

Paddy rice 7,058 45,321 52,378 

Wheat 78,769 253,522 332,291 

Sorghum 

& Millet 

6,325 45,009 51,334 

Sweet and 

Irish 

potatoes 

0 195,551 195,551 

Cassava 

flour 

0 1,106,292 1,106,292 

Total 

(maize 

equivalent) 

861,553 4,278,722 5,140,275 

 

Each farming block is designed to have at least one core large-scale farm (core 
venture) of 10 000 hectares and will be complemented by many commercial 
farms of 1 000 to 5 000 hectares and small holdings - farms of 30 to 300 hec-
tares preferably under out grower arrangements on similar lines like Nakambala 
Sugar Estate  

Although the agricultural sector employs more than half of the total labour 
force, only 10 percent of the arable land is under cultivation. It is because of 
this potential that the government encourages investment in commercial 
farming and has established farm blocks to facilitate investments in agricul-
ture.  
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For incentives applicable in the agro-processing  please refer to the investor guide Zambia or visit www.zda.org.zm 

 

AGRICULTURE 
INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
The main priority crops for investment in the country are; wheat, sugar, cotton, 
tobacco, coffee, tea and maize. There are also other crops such as cow peas, 
groundnuts, cassava, rice, sorghum, soya beans, sunflower, wheat, and dry 
beans with enormous investment potential. 
 
AGRO-PROCESSING  
 
The potential for agro-processing industrial development in Zambia is largely 
associated to the relative abundance of agricultural raw materials and low-cost 
labour. The most suitable industries therefore are those that make intensive use 
of these abundant raw materials and unskilled labour.  
 
Agro processing Opportunities in Zambia include:  

 Peanut butter production  

 Cashew nut processing  

 Animal or Stock feed production  

 Cassava Processing (food and other industrial products)  

 Cashew nut Processing  

 Grain Milling (Rice, Maize, Wheat etc)  

 Edible oil Production  

 Fruit Canning and Juice Extraction  

 Meat, dairy, leather and leather products  

 Fish canning and fish meal production  

 Cotton Spinning and Textiles  

 Bio-diesel production and ethanol production  

 Honey processing  

 
FISHERIES 
 
While agriculture is the most important source of livelihood, Zambia has 15 
million hectares of water in the form of rivers, lakes and swamps, which provide 
the basis for extensive freshwater  fisheries. However, demand for domestic fish 
for consumption still outstrips production. The sector, because of its mostly 
rural setting, continues to contribute significantly to rural development in 
terms of employment and income generation and reducing poverty. 

Investment Opportunities in the Fisheries Sector 
i. Cold storage and fish Haulage 
The long distance between catching and consumption areas and limited cold 
storage and transport facilities creates immense opportunities in cold storage 
and haulage of fresh fish using refrigerated trucks. 
 
ii. Aqua-culture 
Zambia is a country richly endowed with natural resources ideally suited to 
aquaculture production. 
 
iii. Education 
Training in fisheries aims at meeting the aspirations of the industry and to pro-
vide skilled workers capable of participating in development programmes.  

 
iv. Fish Ornaments 
The rare and beautiful fish which are less than 20 centimeters long can be bread 
and kept in aquariums for sale. 

 
FLORICULTURAL 
 
Floriculture is one of the fastest growing export industries in Zambia. It is usual-
ly associated with cut flowers and summer flowers. The cut flowers comprise 
mainly fresh roses that account for 95% of the sector while the remaining 5% 
are summer flowers such as atriplex, amaranthus, ammimajus, euphorbia, hyper-
icum, bupleurium, rudbeckia. There are over 60 varieties of roses cultivated 
including tropical amazon, golden gate, red calypso, first red, poeme, noblesse, 
prophyta and tyneke. Others are baroness, suplesse, golden times, grandgalla, 
sapphire and akito.  
 
HORTICULTURE 
 
The Horticulture sub-sector in Zambia extensively covers fresh agricultural 
produce including fresh vegetables such as asparagus, mange tout, sugar snap 
peas, fine and bobby beans, baby corn, curettes, tender stem broccoli, okra, 
passion fruit, spring onions, patty pan squash, eggplant, mushrooms, cucumbers, 
baby carrots, leeks and various types of chillies. 
 
LIVESTOCK  
 
The abundance of livestock in Zambia also presents opportunities for investing 
in tanneries for value addition to raw hides and skins to wet blue and finished 
leather. 
 
 
 


