25.03.20

ITALIAN MEASURES - TRANSPORT - COVID-19 EMERGENCY
Most recent update
Ministerial Decree No. 127 of March 24, 2020 extends until April 3rd 2020 the effectiveness of eight interministerial decrees, signed by the Minister of Infrastructure and Transport with the Minister of Health, containing various measures aimed at severely limiting the mobility of people on Italian territory and transport of passengers through the various carriers. In addition, the introduction of a further reduction in long-distance rail services (Intercity and Frecce) is also expected. 

The following measures implemented by the Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport to face the health emergency from Covid19 and to counter the spread of the disease are all extended until April 3, 2020: 

- The rationalization of air transport and airport operations (Decree No. 112). 

- The reprogramming of long-distance trains and rail passenger transport (Decree No. 113).  

- The reduction of non-scheduled and interregional automotive services (Decree No. 114).  

- The reduction of Intercity railway services (Decree No. 116) with a new downsizing of trains.  

- The suspension of passenger transport with Sardinia (Decree No. 117).  

- The severe limitation of passenger transport with Sicily (Decree No. 118).  

- The introduction of the 15-day period of fiduciary isolation for those returning from abroad (Decree 120). In this case, a new modification is made to the provision: the exemption from the obligation of fiduciary isolation extends to the crew of the means of transport and to the traveling staff belonging to companies with registered office in Italy. 

- The 14-day requirement of fiduciary isolation provided for those entering Italy does not apply to health workers, to cross-border workers for proven work reasons and for the consequent return to their residence or home; further restrictions on passenger transport with Sicily and Sardinia (Decree No. 122).
Details
ALL MODALITIES OF TRANSPORT 
The Minister of Infrastructure and Transport has signed the Ministerial Decree n. 120/2020  on March 17th, together with the Minister of Health, which foresees compulsory self-isolation, for the 14 days following the return, for people who re-enter / enter the country, even if they are asymptomatic with respect to COVID-19. The Decree concerns all people who return to Italy by any means of transport and who must submit a declaration in which they certify that they are returning to their home, home or residence for proven work needs or situations of need, or for health reasons. It is also mandatory to communicate to the local health company's prevention department its entry into Italy to start health surveillance.It is also prescribed that for those who go into self-isolation and accuse COVID-19 symptoms there is an obligation to report such situation promptly to the health authority through dedicated telephone numbers. 

Self-isolation is not required for those who transit or stop in Italy for proven work needs (e.g. truck drivers), and are still obliged to leave the country within 72 hours of entry. However, for these people, it is mandatory to fill out a declaration stating entry in Italy for the proven working need, and with engagement to immediately report, in the event of the onset of COVID-19 symptoms, the situation to the Department of prevention of local health company and to undergo isolation. The aim of the provision is to contain the coronavirus emergency and prevent the spread of the infection.

Furthermore, the Ministerial Decree n. 122/2020, signed on March 18 by the Ministers of Transport and Health, states that the above measures do not apply to health personnel, entering the exercise of professional health qualifications; nor to cross-border workers who enter and leave the national territory for proven work reasons and for the consequent return to their residence. 

At the same time, Decree no. 122 provides for a further tightening in rail and maritime transport services for people to and from Sicily, also significantly reducing sea travel from Messina to Villa San Giovanni and Reggio Calabria and between Villa San Giovanni and Reggio Calabria and vice versa: the connections they are insured, respectively, through four daily round trips, to be carried out in the time slot from 06.00 to 21.00. Displacements are allowed only to members of the police and armed forces, public and private health workers, commuter workers or for proven work needs, serious health reasons and situations of need. They will no longer be able to embark other means besides cars and motor vehicles. However, the transport of goods continues to be insured and regular. For air traffic with private or chartered aircraft, only flights motivated by well-founded work needs, situations of necessity or health reasons are authorized. Flights aimed at returning to home or residence are also permitted. However, for direct flights to the Sicily Region and the Sardinia Region, the prior authorization of the President of the Region must also be acquired. Furthermore, further reductions were made to the railway traffic managed by Trenitalia. 

ROAD TRANSPORT 
With the Ministerial Decree 115 dated 13.03.2020, driving bans on public holidays on suburban roads for vehicles used for the transport of goods, with a maximum allowed total mass exceeding 7.5 tonnes, starting on Sunday 15 March, and limited to international freight services until further guidelines by the Italian government.

Bans were  no longer justified by the current reduction in traffic flows.

The Ministerial Decree n. 114 of 13.03.2020 rationalizes the interregional automotive services, concerning the transport of people on non- scheduled buses, due to reduced mobility on the Italian territory. The decree rules that modifications and reductions of the authorized scheduled services by Ministry of Infrastructures and Transport can be adopted by the carrier, after proper communication to the Ministry and customers, provided that the services to be delivered will not be totally cancelled, in compliance with the provisions of the Ministry of Health and with the provisions of the DPCM (Decree of the President of the Council of Ministers) of 11 March, or that they assume all relevant anti-contagion safety protocols and promote all sanitation procedures for work places. The provisions of the decree are in force until 25 March and also apply to the Regions with special statutes and the autonomous provinces of Trento and Bolzano.

RAIL TRANSPORT
The Ministerial Decree 113 dated 13.03.2020 has re-scheduled the offer of rail passenger transport in order to counter and contain the health emergence due to coronavirus and in protection of the passengers and the railway enterprises workers.

The decree ensures, for each route, the connection with at least one couple of trains Trenitalia and NTV (Nuovo Trasporto Viaggiatori)  and guarantees all essential services.

Moreover, Trenitalia will be able  to estimate further schedule of the service intercity trains if the mobility demand is reduced still considering the number of scheduled trains.

There are no restrictions for freight transport and emergency transport service.

The provisions of the Decree are in force until 25 March and also apply to the Regions with special statutes and the autonomous provinces of Trento and Bolzano.

Ministerial Decree 127 of 24 March 2020, in addition to extending the provisions of the aforementioned Ministerial Decree 113/2020, introduces a further reduction in long-distance rail services (Intercity and Frecce) until 3rd April 2020.
DRIVING LICENCES - CARDS AND DRIVING PERMITS
Following the suspension of driving licence examinations at the Civil Engineers' Offices, as provided for in the Decrees of the President of the Council of Ministers of 8 March 2020 and 9 March 2020, MIT extended the time limits for driving tests.

In particular, according to the provisions, the "oral exams” may take place beyond the normal deadline of 6 months from the submission of the application, without the need to submit an additional request, by 30 June 2020, with regular reservation at the competent Civil Motoring Office.

At the same  time, licences to practise driving (so called "pink sheet") expiring between 1 February and 30 April 2020 shall be extended until 30 June 2020.

In addition, two measures were adopted to extend the validity of the driver qualification card and vocational training certificates for the transport of dangerous goods and the provisional driving permits.

The extension of the provisional driving permits shall be requested to the competent Office “Motorizzazione” and shall be valid until the end of the renewal procedures.

MARITIME TRANSPORT
Decree n.125/2020 of March 19th  2020 : cruise services for Italian passenger ships are suspended and the arrival of cruise ships flying a foreign flag in Italian ports is blocked. For ships flying the Italian flag, the management companies, shipowners and masters of Italian ships, once all the health prevention measures are in place, are required to disembark all passengers on board in the port. The disembarkation procedure provides that Italian passengers not positive to Covid 19 can return with safety devices to their homes with private transportation organized by the shipowner to start the period of home trust health surveillance. From that moment, ships flying the Italian flag will no longer be able to take passengers until at least April 3. For passengers not positive to Covid 19, but foreigners, the owner will have to organize the return home through private transportation. For any positive passengers, or who have entered into close contact with a positive case, the health provisions already in force apply, unless otherwise determined by the health authority. Passenger ships flying the foreign flag engaged in cruise services will no longer be able to enter national ports. The provisions of the decree will apply until April 3 unless extended. 

With Ministerial Decree no. 117 of March 14, maritime transport to and from Sardinia was suspended.

Freight transport continues to be insured, possibly on unaccompanied insulated loading units.

Passenger transport on ships used for freight transport can be authorized for not prorogable and demonstrated needs, as for DPCM of March 8, 2020, after authorization of the President of the Region, having consulted the regional health authority.
Seafarers

Ministerial Note no. 7428 of March 13 authorized for seafarers the extension to June 30, 2020 of the certificate of competence, which expires in the period between March 4, 2020 and April 30, 2020 and seafarers have already submitted renewal application.
The Italian Coast Guard, under the authority of Ministry of Infrastructure and transport,  will carry out essential levels of tasks, in accordance with EU and national legislation, in the following activities falling whitin its remits:

 

-          Search and Rescue;

-          Border surveillance (partecipating also to joint operations THEMIS and POSEIDON);

-          Maritime security (port and ship security according to EU reg. 2004/725);
-          Maritime Safety;
-          Vessel traffic monitoring;

-          Services provided to commercial activities (National Single Window, PMIS, assistance to seafarers, etc);

-          Issuing of certificate of competence for seafarers (only those based on verification of documents and do not require a board examination – according to STCW convention).

 

Finally, special guidelines, drafted by the Ministry of Health in coordination with Ministry of Infrastructure and under the supervision of the Civil Protection, will be issued as soon as possible for the management of emergencies on board cruise ships and RO/RO passenger ships.
AIR TRANSPORT 
The Ministerial Decree 112/2020 rationalizes the air transport service in view of the reduced mobility on the national territory and in order to contain the health emergency from coronavirus.

The measure provides that, in order to protect the health of passengers and workers, only all essential services are assured  in the air transport sector.

In view of the many requests of airport managers, the geographical location of airports capable of serving catchment areas in a uniform manner throughout the Italian territory and their infrastructural capacity, and the need to ensure island connections, the operation of services is limited to the airports of Ancona, Bari, Bologna, Cagliari, Catania, Genoa, Lamezia Terme, Lampedusa, Milan Malpensa, Naples Capodichino, Palermo, Pantelleria, Pescara, Pisa, Rome Fiumicino, Torino, Venezia Tessera and Roma Ciampino for state flights only, organ transport, Canadair and emergency services.

Health professionals serving at other airports may support the health needs of neighbouring airports or ports.

The National Civil Aviation Authority is responsible for assessing the possibility of allowing other airports to operate in view of specific needs.

The provisions of the Decree are in force until 25 March 2020 and apply to the regions with special status and to the autonomous provinces of Trento and Bolzano.
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